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[Between the last letter and the next, events passed
as follows :

I had come to Delhi to get my heart examined.
Within a few days I went down with an attack of
malignant malaria in Birla House. Jusfc then 'the Delhi
riots flared up. Bapu was then in Calcutta, bringing peace to
that distracted city by his presence right in the midst of
the conflagration. As soon as he obtained assurance from
the Calcutta populace that they would maintain peace, he
came straight to Delhi and, from the moment of his-
arrival, the fury of the Delhi riots began to subside. Bapu
had wanted to stay in the Bhangi Colony, but every nook
and corner was filled with refugees. So at the request of
Ministers and others he agreed to stay in Birla House.
Thus after so long I found myself again with Bapu and
for over three infinitely precious months I remained with
him in Delhi. On the 18th of December, I bid farewell
to Bapu and returned to my work near Eishikesh.]

1                                                                                                        s

Birla House,

New Delhi,

16-1-48

I got your letter yesterday. Evidently when you
wrote it, you- had no knowledge of this, my greatest
fast*. Whether it wiH ultimately prove so or not is

* "It will  end when and  if I am   satisfied   that there  is  a
reunion of hearts   of all the   communities brought  about without
|any outside pressure, and from an awakened sense of duty ". From
Bapu's statement of January 12, 1948.
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